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Tulsa’s Young Professionals announces location for Street CReD 2012
Historic Red Fork district in Southwest Tulsa to undergo revival
(TULSA, Okla.) — Tulsa’s Young Professionals (TYPros) today announced Red Fork as the next location for their community redevelopment event, Street CReD. 

 TYPros kicked off Street CReD in April 2011 with a makeover of the Pearl District on 6th street between Peoria and Quincy. Nearly one year after the huge success of the event, TYPros now turns its attention toward Southwest Tulsa, where the Red Fork community sits prime for redevelopment. Located along Southwest Boulevard, Red Fork is rich with history. Aside from being a part of historic route 66, the community is famous for being the location of the first oil well in Tulsa County. Many also recall the days of the Crystal City when classic cars lined the streets and patrons enjoyed a dance hall, bowling alley and an amusement park which featured Tulsa’s original Zingo rollercoaster.
The goal of this year’s Street CReD, entitled Red Fork Revival, will be to bring back some of this history and show the community the potential of the area. Volunteers will clean up old buildings and store fronts, creating a spruced up venue for vendors to set up temporary shops, booths and exhibits.  This will make way for a weekend long event featuring local businesses, street vendors, classic cars and even a carnival. A trolley connecting three distinct areas, Crystal City, Main Street and Route 66 Village, will transport patrons between attractions. Brian Paschal, Executive Director of TYPros stated that, “Our goal is to work with community partners and businesses to pump life back into the Red Fork area through economic development and new business, emphasizing and marketing the tourist draw through the Route 66 connection and beautification.” To accomplish this, Street CReD will enlist the support of numerous sponsors, including Flying Colors, Kline Oilfield Equipment, SAIC, Western Sun Federal Credit Union and others. “TYPros extends a big thank you to all our sponsors as well as Tulsa city counselors Jennie Cue and Blake Ewing, whose support is pivotal to our event’s success,” Paschal said. 

One such partner, Red Fork Main Street, has been working to spur private reinvestment in Red Fork since 2007. Red Fork Main Street is a non-profit organization dedicated to restoring the area. Emily Koller, board member for the organization, led the efforts to bring Street CReD to the area. “I am thrilled for Red Fork and excited to see what unfolds with the concentration of energy, leadership and resources that TYPros can offer,” Koller said. “The Street CReD program is a perfect fit for our goals as well as the overall plan for Southwest Tulsa.  It will bring city-wide attention and resources to a place that has a vision, but needs a boost achieving it.”   
Street CReD has a track record for spurring economic development. Last year’s event in the Pearl District demonstrated the area’s potential to become the next Blue Dome or Cherry Street. While some of the changes were temporary, the event paved the way for new businesses to make the Pearl District their home, including an art bar and a coffee shop/bookstore, with more businesses on the way.

Red Fork Revival is set for April 13 and 14. TYPros is currently seeking volunteers for planning and executing the event as well as additional vendors and community partners to help expand the vision for Street CReD. Those interested in being a part of the event can contact Brian Paschal at 918.560.0286 or brianpaschal@typros.org. 
